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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2016-17 
 

President 

Nepelle Crane 
nepelle.crane@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

Anna Demarco 
anna.demarco@catholic.tas.edu.au 

 
 

Treasurer 

Michelle Storer 
michelle.storer@gmail.com 

 
 

 Secretary 

Rebecca McKay 
rlm3@utas.edu.au 

 
 

 

General Committee (part) 

Tim Ackroyd 
tackroyd@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 

 

General Committee 

Glenn Szlaman 
glenn@adrenalinflies.com.au 

 

General Committee 

Linda Marlow 
marlowlinda@rocketmail.com  

 

 

Huon Valley Roamers Online 

 

The Huon Valley Roamers can be contacted via email: huonvalleyroamers@gmail.com  
 

 @hvroamers  huonvalleyroamers  www.huonvalleyroamers.webs.com  



Annual Report 2016-17 

 

4 

ABOUT US 
 

Huon Valley Roamers Landcare Inc. 
 

The Huon Valley Roamers Landcare Inc (“Roamers”) is a non-profit, incorporated 

organisation, incorporated on 20th November 2013. This Annual Report reflects the activities 

of the Roamers since our last Annual report. The Roamers have attracted 127 members – 

including adults and children from all over the Huon Valley, including Abels Bay, Lucaston, 

Crabtree, Mountain River, Cradoc, Nicholls Rivulet, Woodstock, Surges Bay, Geeveston, 

Franklin, Huonville, Judbury, Glen Huon, Ranelagh and even further afield with members 

from the Kingston and Hobart areas. Many more have participated in our events.  
 

The aim of the Roamers is to provide the opportunity for interested people to participate in 

Landcare in the Huon Valley – and defining “Landcare” in a broad range of activities from 

traditional on-ground activities to awareness raising activities and experiences, and 

generally caring for the land.  
 

Our aim is to complement existing Landcare activities and offer alternative experiences to 

members of the community who aren’t able to commit to regular working bees or 

Committee meetings. We want to help to capture the energies of busy volunteers, and to 

enable them to work at a time and pace that suits them, on a project of their choice and 

inspiration. We have embraced the “Landcare is for Everyone” slogan by taking the 

approach that Landcare can be whatever you want it to be – education, experience, 

appreciation, caring. 
 

Goals 
 

The Roamers’ Constitution outlines the goals of the group, which are to: 

a) establish and complete projects that increase community access and enjoyment of 

areas of public land with natural values in the Huon Valley municipal area 

b) ensure maximum public acceptance/recognition/appreciation of Landcare values 

c) re-imagine what “Landcare” is and can be in the Huon Valley 

d) enable volunteers to work at a time and pace that suits them on a project of their 

choice and inspiration, rather than having to be available to work on a site on a 

scheduled working bee. 

e) capture the energies of “time poor” volunteers who wish to contribute to the 

“Landcare” ethos in the Huon Valley 

f) complement and not compete with existing Landcare Groups in the Huon Valley 

g) create an environment for enjoyment, commitment and incentives, developing 

solutions, discussions with peers, developing goals and feedback, passions, connections 

and power 

h) secure funding from Government and Corporations toward the establishment and 

completion of projects 

i) ensure relevancy into the future and adjust to changing needs 

j) embrace the whole community and what the community want to achieve collectively 

k) to ensure the safety of all volunteer workers of the group 
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REPORTS 
 

President’s Report 

Nepelle Crane 

 
 

This is our fourth annual report! This has 

been a challenging year for the Roamers – 

we have a small group of dedicated 

committee members, who have careers, 

families and busy lives – it has been very 

hard to squeeze in some volunteer hours 

to keep the Roamers going. Our 

membership has continued to grow, and 

we have been lucky to gain a few extra 

people on the Committee this year to help 

the group to keep going.  

Thank you to Michelle Storer, Tim 

Ackroyd, Anna Demarco, Glenn Szalman, 

Linda Marlow, Bec McKay – and although 

he wasn’t officially a Committee member 

this year, we had some amazing support 

from Ben Richardson this year too. Thank 

you so much for all your support!  

We have 7 amazing volunteers on the 

Committee and 127 members! We need 

more of our members to come forward to 

help us with specific projects, activities 

and events. 

We have re-vamped our position 

descriptions for the Committee for the 

upcoming AGM – there is something there 

for everyone! 

This year, we have held events in Judbury, 

Geeveston, Ranelagh, Huonville, 

Charlottes Cove and Lucaston.  

We have managed to maintain 

momentum through our awareness and 

nature-education style events, and we 

have been successful in our grant 

applications.  

We also successfully developed and 

trialled a new citizen science project this 

year looking at bats in the Huon Valley – a 

project we hope to expand this coming 

summer. Get in touch to get involved in 

this fun and valuable project! 

 

Nepelle Crane 

Huon Valley Roamers President 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Michelle Storer 

 
 

 

We had another successful year with 

grant applications, receiving funding from 

NRM South, Huon Valley Council, Huon 

Aquaculture, and Landcare Tasmania to 

run our various projects and cover 

insurance and group running costs.  

success with grants means that over 

$6,000.00 we have received in donations 

remains largely untouched! 

The income from our annual membership 

fee has become increasingly negligible. 

This year, the group have considered 

several new approaches to managing our 

member data base, and are considering 

changing the fee structure to a once-off 

payment, or even making membership 

free; watch this space. 

What we need for the coming year are 

some project champions to come forward 

to help us spend our money!  If you need 

assistance with a project, make sure you 

get in touch. 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Storer 

Huon Valley Roamers Treasurer 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 

Learning About the Huon Valley’s Bats:  New Acoustic 

Monitoring Project 

Citizen science is taking off at night in the 

Huon Valley, thanks to a new bat 

monitoring project being undertaken by 

members of the Huon Valley Roamers 

Landcare Group. 

Small and furry, bats – whose scientific 

name means “hand wing” – are the only 

mammals that can truly fly. But their 

nocturnal lifestyle and ability to hide 

during the day mean that bats are not 

well understood. There are more than 

1100 species worldwide, with at least 

eight species regularly inhabiting 

Tasmania. Until recently no one has been 

sure how many of these live in the Huon 

Valley. 

Operated by enthusiastic volunteers who 

include landcare professionals, research 

scientists and teachers, the Roamers 

management committee puts on projects 

such as tree planting, weeding, 

performance art, discovery days looking 

for fungi, and much more (see 

http://huonvalleyroamers.webs.com) to 

engage local residents of all ages. 

After running two very popular bat 

awareness nights, featuring talks by 

Tasmanian bat guru, Dr Lisa Cawthen, to 

coincide with the annual Australasian bat 

month, the Roamers have a project to 

monitor bats in local reserves and 

backyards in the Huon Valley as a way of 

allowing the community to participate and 

improve local knowledge. 

With the generous financial assistance of 

the Huon Valley Council’s NRM Unit 

(“NRM” stands for Natural Resource 

Management), the project began in March 

2017 with a training program in bat 

detection for the Roamers’ executive 

committee. Tasmanian bat expert Paul 

Gray, NRM coordinator from Sorell 

Council, led the training, which explained 

the workings of the Echo Meter Touch 

units purchased with the NRM grant.   

When connected to an iPad or iPhone, the 

Echo Meters allow users to record and 

listen to bat calls in real-time and apply 

GPS tags to identify their exact location.  

Such technology is needed because most 

bat sounds are inaudible to human beings. 

Although bats aren’t blind, in order to 

whizz around hunting insects at night they 

rely on an echolocation navigation system 

that works like sonar. Essentially, a bat 

can work out how far away something is 

by how long it takes its sounds to bounce 

back. 

The Echo Meters also allow users to 

identify bat species as each has a unique 

echolocation pattern, which can be 

verified with the records in the 

authoritative booklet, Tasmanian Bats and 

their Habitat – A Guide. 

Astonishingly, the initial bat monitoring 

conducted by Roamers members Nepelle 

Crane, Ben Richardson and Michelle 

Storer detected 7 of Tasmania’s bat 

species: the chocolate wattled bat, 

eastern falsistrelle, goulds wattled bat, 

lesser long-eared bat, large forest bat, 

little forest bat, and southern forest bat. 
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The missing species are the Tasmanian 

long-eared bat (though previously 

recorded by Richardson on his bush 

property) and the elusive white-striped 

freetail bat).  

Interestingly, the Roamers’ monitoring 

found bats to be most active at sunset, 

with significantly less activity as the night 

wore on. 

When the warmer spring weather returns, 

and bats come out of their winter torpor, 

the Roamers will train its members in 

using the bat monitoring equipment. A 

roster will be developed for trained bat 

detectors, who will be able to borrow the 

equipment and make observations from 

the chosen survey sites.  

The information collected by this project 

will be publicly available, and the Roamers 

hope that the work of volunteers will 

motivate local landowners to protect bat 

habitat such as old trees, while reducing 

predatory threats such as cats. 

The Roamers’ bat project also 

complements other ongoing citizen 

science projects such as the NRM South 

and Tasmanian Land Conservancy’s 

current wildlife monitoring project in the 

Huon and Derwent valleys. 

Already, we know that Tasmanian bats 

generally do not live in caves but prefer to 

roost in old tree hollows and sometimes 

within the attics and walls of rural 

buildings.  They perform a valuable 

ecosystem function by controlling insect 

populations such as mosquitoes.  

All of the Tasmanian bats are fully 

protected species and it is illegal to harm 

them in any way including to catch them 

without a permit. The Roamers’ bat 

detection project will provide a non-

intrusive way to learn about bats in our 

neighbourhood and help ensure they 

remain residents of the Huon Valley for 

future generations to enjoy. 
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Mini-Beasts Hunt 

 

We had a great morning at our Mini 

Beasts Hunt. Thank you to Mike, our 

resident beetle expert for sharing his 

extensive knowledge and his property 

with us and making it a fascinating event.  

All the kids and adults alike learnt 

something new about the world of mini 

beasts; we got to collect quite a range of 

insects from sap sucking bugs to dung 

beetles!  

We also got some tips from Mike on ways 

to improve our properties for insects and 

other wildlife, such as retaining dead 

wood and planting native shrubs such as 

tea trees. 

Gardens for Wildlife: 

http://www.gardensforwildlife.dpipwe.tas

.gov.au/gfw.nsf  

Tasmanian Bushcare Toolkit: 

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/co

nservation-on-private-land/bush-

information-management/tasmanian-

bushcare-toolkit 
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Clean up Australia Day: Ranelagh 

Our quick rubbish run this year resulted in 

the collection of over 16kg of rubbish 

from a short stretch of roadside along 

Ranelagh St.  

Along with the general rubbish we 

collected a car tyre, a useful bucket, and a 

tennis ball that one of the junior Roamers 

was very happy to re-home! Three of the 

five bags of rubbish gathered were 

recycled. Thanks to the Huon Valley 

Council for supplying a voucher for us to 

dispose of the rest of the rubbish 

responsibly.  

 

Marine debris: Charlottes Cove 

In May, six Roamers joined in with 

volunteers from Conservation Volunteers 

Australia, Bruny Island Boat Club, Port 

Cygnet Landcare and Watercare Group, 

and Friends of Randalls Bay Coastcare 

Group as part of a D’Entrecasteaux and 

Huon Collaboration initiative to clean up 

marine debris in the Channel and Huon. 

We helped to pick up 36 m3 of rubbish as 

part of the month-long clean up. 
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National Tree Day 

 

 

This year, we received 100 plants from 

Kingborough Council nursery for National 

Tree Day. We donated these plants for a 

planting day at Sacred Heart Primary 

School. The school planted these 

understorey plants in their blue gum 

plantation on the school grounds. 

 

Birds in backyards 

 
 

In the lead up to this year’s Great Aussie 

Backyard Bird Count 

http://aussiebirdcount.org.au, we had a 

casual, family friendly event to find out 

more about the birds of the Huon Valley.  

The event was led by Head of the 

Tasmanian Government’s Threatened 

Species Section, Andrew Crane, with a 

presentation and on-site bird-watching. 

The kids chased the birds away, but we 

had lots of fun anyway!  
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Wind Break Planting Day at Fat Pig Farm 

We attended a landcare working bee with 

Franklin Landcare and Castle Forbes Bay 

Landcare at Fat Pig Farm!  

Over 300 native plants and shrubs went in 

to a new windbreak that will provide food 

and shelter for native birds, bats, and 

insects, as well as protect the market 

garden from damaging winds. The project 

was supported by NRM South and the 

Australian Government National Landcare 

Program. 

Hosts Sadie and Matthew showed us 

around the farm, where we admired the 

pigs and productive gardens. We all set to 

work planting in the hot sun, and were 

later provided with an amazing lunch in 

the restaurant. 
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Social media projects 

 

Our Social media projects have been a 

good way to promote the group and for 

general awareness raising of Landcare 

topics. Our website was set up to share 

information about our projects, but it 

needs a bit of love and attention – we are 

hoping to have a website officer in our 

next Committee. We are receiving regular 

visitors to the website – with up to 76 

people visiting the page over the best 

month this year.  

The website has been useful for 

awareness-raising, and for membership 

enquires (which can be submitted via the 

website to our email account). We have 

also developed Facebook and Twitter 

pages – gaining over 246 followers on 

Facebook, and over 351 followers on 

Twitter. 

We have participated in a number of 

social media campaigns such as National 

Tree Day (Planet Ark, Dirtgirl and others), 

Australasian Bat Week and others. 

 

 

 

 
Figure: Graph of page views over the last 12 months. 
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Finance 
 

Income and Expenditure Statements 

Financial Report for period 1/07/2016 to 30/06/2017 

Opening Balance        01/07/2016                                                                                    $5,718.98 

 

Revenue 

Memberships                                                                                                                            $10.00 

Huon Valley Council care group grant (for bat project)                                               $1,750.00 

NRM South bite sized grant (for National Tree Day)                                                       $500.00 

Huon Aquaculture grant (for all other activities)                                                             $800.00 

Landcare Assistance Package grant (including retrospective funds for 2015-16)      $470.00 

Donation from Rosalie Woodruff                                                                                        $200.00 

Total Revenue                                                                                                                      $3,730.00 

 

Expenses 

Love Living Locally festival                                                                                                      $72.38 

National Tree Day                                                                                                                  $514.28 

Bird ID event                                                                                                                             $68.77 

Bat Monitoring project                                                                                                      $1,976.20 

Group running costs (including stationary, AGM catering, and venue hire)              $250.77 

First Aid kit supplies                                                                                                                 $25.95 

Banking costs (token)                                                                                                             $20.00 

Total Expenses                                                                                                                    $2,928.35 

 

Closing Balance      30/06/2017                                                                                        $6,520.63 

 

 

 

    

N. Crane, President M. Storer, Treasurer  

08/09/2016 
 


