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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015-16 
 

President 

Nepelle Crane 

nepelle.crane@gmail.com 

 
 

Vice President and Secretary 

Nick Bakker 

njbakker@utas.edu.au  

 
 

Treasurer 

Michelle Storer 

michelle.storer@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

Secretary (part) 

Ally Hughes 

ahughes@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 

 
 

General Committee 

Tim Ackroyd 

tackroyd@huonvalley.tas.gov.au 

 
 

General Committee 

Anna Demarco 

anna.demarco@catholic.tas.edu.au  

 

Huon Valley Roamers Online 

 

The Huon Valley Roamers can be contacted via email: huonvalleyroamers@gmail.com  
 

 @hvroamers  huonvalleyroamers  www.huonvalleyroamers.webs.com  
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ABOUT US 
 

Huon Valley Roamers Landcare Inc. 
 

The Huon Valley Roamers Landcare Inc (“Roamers”) is a non-profit, incorporated 

organisation, incorporated on 20th November 2013. This Annual Report reflects the activities 

of the Roamers since our last Annual report. The Roamers have attracted 123 members – 

including adults and children from all over the Huon Valley, including Abels Bay, Lucaston, 

Crabtree, Mountain River, Cradoc, Nicholls Rivulet, Woodstock, Surges Bay, Geeveston, 

Franklin, Huonville, Judbury, Glen Huon, Ranelagh and even further afield with members 

from the Kingston and Hobart areas and even Queenstown! Many more have participated in 

our events.  
 

The aim of the Roamers is to provide the opportunity for interested people to participate in 

Landcare in the Huon Valley – and defining “Landcare” in a broad range of activities from 

traditional on-ground activities to awareness raising activities and experiences, and 

generally caring for the land.  
 

Our aim is to complement existing Landcare activities and offer alternative experiences to 

members of the community who aren’t able to commit to regular working bees or 

Committee meetings. We want to help to capture the energies of busy volunteers, and to 

enable them to work at a time and pace that suits them, on a project of their choice and 

inspiration. We have embraced the “Landcare is for Everyone” slogan by taking the 

approach that Landcare can be whatever you want it to be – education, experience, 

appreciation, caring. 
 

Goals 
 

The Roamers’ Constitution outlines the goals of the group, which are to: 

a) establish and complete projects that increase community access and enjoyment of 

areas of public land with natural values in the Huon Valley municipal area 

b) ensure maximum public acceptance/recognition/appreciation of Landcare values 

c) re-imagine what “Landcare” is and can be in the Huon Valley 

d) enable volunteers to work at a time and pace that suits them on a project of their 

choice and inspiration, rather than having to be available to work on a site on a 

scheduled working bee. 

e) capture the energies of “time poor” volunteers who wish to contribute to the 

“Landcare” ethos in the Huon Valley 

f) complement and not compete with existing Landcare Groups in the Huon Valley 

g) create an environment for enjoyment, commitment and incentives, developing 

solutions, discussions with peers, developing goals and feedback, passions, connections 

and power 

h) secure funding from Government and Corporations toward the establishment and 

completion of projects 

i) ensure relevancy into the future and adjust to changing needs 

j) embrace the whole community and what the community want to achieve collectively 

k) to ensure the safety of all volunteer workers of the group 
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REPORTS 
 

President’s Report 

Nepelle Crane 

 
 

Whoa – I can hardly believe I’m putting 

together the third annual report! It’s been 

another big year: we’ve increased the 

number of events we have organised, 

we’ve increased the number of grants we 

have applied for (and received!), and we 

have made a few changes to our 

structure. Unfortunately we lost some 

administrative support, which was 

previously provided by the Council, but 

our membership is still going strong and 

we are so lucky to have an amazing 

Committee helping the group to tick along 

smoothly.  

As you may know, our Committee is made 

up of 5-6 amazing people and I am hugely 

appreciative of the small group who 

formed the Committee this year – 

Michelle Storer, Nick Bakker, Tim Ackroyd, 

Anna Demarco and Ally Hughes (to June). 

Thank you so much for all your support!  

We were thrilled that the Roamers were 

recognised at the State Landcare Awards 

in September 2015 for our work with kids 

and families across the Huon Valley. It is 

important to us to share the Landcare 

story with our community and help our 

kids participate.  

This year, we have held events in Judbury, 

Cygnet, Dover, Ida Bay, Geeveston, 

Huonville and Ranelagh.  

We are still striving to get more of our 

volunteers on board to help with specific 

projects and we do need a few more 

people to have some involvement in the 

development and delivery of projects, 

concepts and activities.  

As a Committee, we have ironed out much 

of our formal processes now – there are 

still a few minor things we need to work 

out, but generally things have been 

running well and the Roamers’ Committee 

have been able to concentrate on our 

events and activities. We have been 

successful in our grant applications, in 

running our events and projects, as well as 

managing memberships, the finances and 

bank account, forms, website and social 

media pages, meetings, on-ground 

projects, and events.  

All in all, it has been an incredibly 

successful year – continuing our focus on 

kids’ and educational programs. 

 

Nepelle Crane 

Huon Valley Roamers President 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Michelle Storer 

 
 

 

This year has seen the Huon Aquaculture 

grant for work on the Dover wetlands 

successfully acquitted with a great deal of 

restoration work completed.  The grant 

money paid for weed contractors, rubbish 

removal, and materials required to fix 

walking tracks. With assistance from the 

Huon Valley Council’s care group grant a 

working bee and field day with a focus on 

water bugs was delivered in partnership 

with Dover High School.    

In addition to the water event, the 

Council’s care group grant allowed us to 

hold several educational events, including 

our increasingly popular ‘Go Batty ‘event, 

a fungi foray, and the ‘Landcare Train’ 

wildflower walk.  This grant, totalling 

$2,000, also subsidised the attendance of 

two group members at this year’s 

Tasmanian Landcare Conference. We 

hope to obtain this grant again next year 

to allow us to continue running similar 

events. 

A total of $75 was raised this year through 

membership fees, primarily through new 

memberships.  Our membership base has 

increased, we now have over 100 

members! Whilst the membership fee is 

an annual one, the committee currently 

does not have the capacity to pursue and 

process annual renewals. As such, 

opportunities to develop the membership 

management system are being explored.   

The unfortunate disbanding of the 

Mountain River Landcare Group has 

provided a windfall for the Roamers; 

Mountain River have very kindly donated 

to us their $5,380.05 in remaining funds.  

This money brings exciting opportunities, 

and the Roamers committee have been 

discussing potential new projects in the 

Mountain River area.  Many thanks to the 

Mountain River Landcare group members, 

we look forward to continuing your good 

work! 

 

 

 

Michelle Storer 

Huon Valley Roamers Treasurer 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 

Go Batty, Calvert Park, Judbury 

 

On April 15th we ran our second guided 

bat walk at Calvert Park in Judbury, just 

like the first bat walk ran in April 2015, 

this event was a great success with 49 

members and their families attending. 

Participants got the opportunity to 

discover more about these fascinating, 

but largely misunderstood mammals with 

Tasmanian bat expert Lisa Cawthen. Lisa 

was on-hand to share her knowledge and 

passion on bats and their mysterious 

world to both adults and children alike. 

Bats are some of Tasmania’s most 

fascinating and elusive animals and we got 

to learn more about their behaviour and 

got up close and personal with them, 

seeing them in torchlight and picking up 

their ultrasonic sounds using specially 

designed bat detectors. These bat 

detectors pick up these sounds bats use to 

navigate in the dark, but that humans 

cannot hear.  

We got to see 4 Tasmanian species on the 

night, this was a great result not only for 

everyone attending, but knowing that this 

part of the Huon supports several bat 

species. 

The event was held in conjunction with 

Australasian Bat Month introduced by the 

Australasian Bat Society to raise 

awareness of bats, why they are so 

important and what we can do to help 

them. 

Next year, the Roamers would like to 

develop a small bat monitoring program 

with our enthusiastic volunteers (including 

families) – looking at bats in local reserves 

and backyards of the Huon Valley. Stay 

tuned! 
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Fungi Foray, Arve River, Geeveston 

 

It had been dry for months and months, 

but we were the luckiest fungi hunters 

when we had some big rains falling over 

the Huon Valley before our Fungi Foray – 

and luckier still, we had splendid blue 

skies with a beautiful damp understorey 

on the day of the Foray itself. Colourful 

fungi were coming up everywhere, all 

through the forest. 

Many families joined us to hunt for 

treasures in the forest.... we saw 

hundreds of fungi of all kinds and colours. 

Genevieve Gates, Tasmania’s leading 

expert on Tasmanian fungi and co-author 

of 'a field guide to Tasmanian Fungi', 

kindly joined us on the day. We were all 

thrilled to learn about all the different 

types of fungi along the way. 

We strolled along the Arve River 

campground walk to see what we can 

find. The kids and adults alike hunted for 

fungi and climbed logs, listened to 

Genevieve’s stories and descriptions and 

we had splendid fun in the gloomy 

undergrowth of the forest.  

Afterwards we gathered around the 

campfire and brewed up some billy tea 

and hot chocolates to keep warm.  

 

Shows and Festivals 

The Roamers had a display at the Love Living 

Locally festival in Kingston. We gave away Eco-

shopper bags, and information about native plants, 

weeds, shorebirds and nature in general. We also 

developed an interactive grow-your-own veggie 

seedlings activity using egg cartons. A few new 

members signed up at the event, and it was a good 

way to tell people about the group. 
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Dover District High School wetlands restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were successful in applying for a 

Helping Hand grant from Huon 

Aquaculture to work with the Dover 

District High School in starting to restore 

their wetlands.  

Wetlands are important and productive 

ecosystems in our environment, helping 

with water purification by trapping 

sediments and excess nutrients.  They 

provide breeding grounds and habitat for 

many animals and are culturally important 

to Aboriginal communities.   

A community wide working bee was held 

at the Dover District High School on 

Sunday, 15 November 2015.  The event 

included activities around a water bugs 

theme for kids of all ages as well as a 

demonstration of bull rush removal.   

The aim was to make the space more 

accessible for teachers and students to 

utilise the ongoing learning opportunities 

for students of Dover District High School. 

The focus of the event was to repair the 

walking paths that allow students to 

explore around and between the ponds 

located within the wetlands area.  

Volunteers also tackled the weeds and 

giving the site a general clean-up of 

rubbish and fallen tree debris. 

We were very grateful to have assistance 

from the Castle Forbes Bay Landcare 

group (and their Landcare equipment 

trailer) on the day. 
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Landcare Train: Ida Bay 

 

The "Landcare Train" left Ida Bay on the 

14th February, and despite some fairly 

ordinary weather, we had a fantastic day 

out – with a history tour from Ida Bay 

Railway, a wild weather bush-dash with 

our local plant expert Cassie Strain and a 

threatened species talk with Olive the 

masked owl (and Andrew Crane). We even 

found a tiny pink orchid in flower - out of 

season and never recorded in that area 

before – a hare or rabbit orchid. 

Roamers brought along some snacks and 

plates of food to share for the lunch-time 

picnic (rubbish-free picnics are the best! - 

fruit and veggies comes without a 

wrapper, homemade salads, cakes, slices, 

sandwiches etc in a re-useable container). 

It was a great day with a fun train ride 

through endangered black gum 

(Eucalyptus ovata) forest and woodland as 

well as various scrub and buttongrass 

communities, Bird watching (we travelled 

through swift parrot habitat, sea eagle 

and shorebird habitat), a walk and talk 

session on native species (this is a hotspot 

for threatened flora species) and a 

Scavenger nature hunt for the kids. 
 

Clean up Australia Day: Ranelagh 

 

On March 6th this year, fifteen Roamers 

got together to clean up a section of 

Mountain River at the Wilmot Rd bridge, 

just out of Huonville. 

A huge amount of rubbish was cleared up, 

with a shopping trolley, old mattress, bbq 

parts and an extremely heavy car axle 

piled up along with 8 big bags of other 

rubbish and recyclables. Thanks to the 

Huon Valley Council for collecting all of 

the rubbish after the event, it took them 

two trips! 

The enthusiasm shown by the junior 

roamers was inspiring, and watching them 

play together on the riverbank afterwards 

made all the effort worthwhile. The native 

galaxias and freshwater flathead known to 

occur at the site will benefit from our 

clean-up, and not long after the event one 

of the junior roamers was lucky enough to 

spot a platypus foraging near the bridge! 

Clean up Australia Day is an easy to run, 

cost effective event that has immediate 

positive outcomes for the environment, 

and also fosters a great sense of 

community. We plan to participate again 

next year, and will be encouraging 

members to register even more sites. 
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National Tree Day 

 

 

Huon Valley Roamers Landcare, Port 

Cygnet Scouts and Cygnet CWA got in 

early with National Tree Day this year, 

holding their third annual planting at 

Burtons Reserve on Sunday 24th July – 

thanks to a Bite-sized Naturally Inspired 

grant from NRM South.  

Huon Valley Roamers Landcare president, 

Nepelle Crane, said that members from all 

three groups braved the snowy morning 

to plant 100 native trees along the 

boundary between the park and the 

saltmarsh.  

It was wonderful to see familiar faces, and 

new ones too, coming together again to 

plant trees at Cygnet. We were so happy 

to find plants from our previous National 

Tree Days thriving in the bushfoods 

garden and along the pathways. 

The Roamers focus their efforts on 

activities that incorporate learning about 

place and nature, with on-ground action. 

In addition to planting trees, the children 

also worked together to build a mandala 

using natural materials they found on site 

– including she oak and blue gum seed 

cones, bark, sticks and leaves.  

The kids all worked together to build the 

mandala – collecting the materials, 

designing the pattern, and putting the 

pieces in place. Once they had finished, 

they stood back to admire their work and 

reflect on the challenges they overcame 

to build the mandala. 

Once planting was finished, we were lucky 

enough to share a yummy barbeque lunch 

provided by the cubs and scouts and some 

typically delicious cakes and slices made 

by the Ladies of the Cygnet CWA.  
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Landcare Award 

 

We were so proud to win the 2015 State Landcare Award: Junior Landcare category for our 

work with families and youth in the Huon Valley. We are looking forward to representing 

the State in the National Awards in September 2016. 

“Since we were nominated, I asked my kids for a quote about why they love Landcare. 

‘Muuuuum,’ they responded ‘We don’t want to. ‘ At first I had a little niggle of 

disappointment because I know it’s not how they really feel, but then I realised that this is 

possibly the best quote for the Roamers,” commented Nepelle.  

“The point is, you can’t make people do something they don’t want to do – especially kids. 

We know our local families are passionate about caring for the environment, but many 

people are time-poor due to work and other commitments, and families want to spend their 

spare time together – enjoying themselves. This is what the Roamers are all about. Our 

children participate by telling us what they want to do – suggesting themes and activities. As 

a result, they enjoy nature and gain positive, fun Landcare experiences that will stay with 

them forever.” 
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Social media projects 

 

Our Social media projects have been a 

good way to promote the group and for 

general awareness raising of Landcare 

topics. Our website was set up to share 

information about our projects, but it 

needs a bit of love and attention – but we 

are receiving regular visitors to the 

website – with up to 156 people visiting 

the page over the best month this year.  

The website has been useful for 

awareness-raising, and for membership 

enquires (which can be submitted via the 

website to our email account). We have 

also developed Facebook and Twitter 

pages – gaining over 184 followers on 

Facebook, and over 317 followers on 

Twitter. 

We have participated in a number of 

social media campaigns such as National 

Tree Day (Planet Ark, Dirtgirl and others), 

Australasian Bat Week and others. 

 

 

 
Figure: Graph of page views over the last 12 months. 
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PROJECTS FOR 2016-17 
 

 
 

We have an ever growing list of possible projects – some of these are described below.  

 

Some of the fun projects we plan to be working on during 2015-16 are: 

• Fun events! Backyard Bird ID (and pizza!), Bat monitoring, Clean Up Australia Day, 

National Tree Day (Cygnet), Fungi Foray… and more…. 

• Continue to look for funding opportunities for Black Gum Reserve project 

• Continue to look for funding opportunities for Calvert Park project 

• Workshop (project and activities – kids involvement in planning activities) 

• New project planning - Mountain River: Sleeping Beauty to the Huon River 

 

On our wish list… 

• Huon Valley: nature activity book and/or children’s stories 

• Summer Weekend Landcare – camping trip to Cockle Creek or Hastings areas to 

work with the Parks and Wildlife Service. Possible caving, thermal springs pools 

outings, yummy bbqs and other fun activities. Should be a fun weekend! 

• Youth Landcare activities 

• Pop-up events (exhibitions, theatre, music, dance) 

• Recycled pots and native plant propagation 

• Nest box making workshop 

• Social media/online projects 

o Kid’s nature detective trail across the Huon Valley for tourists and residents 

alike 

o Developing downloadable activities for our website – relating to the Huon 

Valley and our landscapes and natural values. The aim is that you can print 

out activities or view them on your portable device and explore the Huon 

Valley at your own pace with your kids! 

 

We will need more volunteers and more help to develop these projects. We hope to have 

little project teams for the different events and projects, and the Huon Valley Roamers 

Committee will support these teams to achieve this. 
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Finance 
 

Income and Expenditure Statements 

Financial Report for period 1/07/2015 to 30/06/2016 

Opening Balance 01/07/2015  $3,224.09 
 

Revenue 

Memberships  $75.00 

Huon Valley Council Care Group Grant  $2,000.00 

Participant payments – Landcare Train   $400.00 

Participant payments – Go Batty!  $175.00 

Donation from Mountain River Landcare  $5,380.05 

Total Revenue  $8,030.05 
 

 

Expenses 

National Tree Day  $35.20 

Dover Wetlands restoration and field day  $2,978.50 

Landcare Train event at Ida Bay  $872.00 

Go Batty!   $767.00 

Fungi Foray  $30.00 

Working with kids licence  $17.76 

Tasmanian Landcare Conference   $200.00 

Meeting expenses  $31.00 

Bank fees (token)  $20.00 

Event and HVRoamers app promotions  $243.70 

Insurance  $340.00 

Total Expenses:  $5,535.16 
 

 

Closing Balance 01/07/2016  $5,718.98 
 

 

    

N. Crane, President M. Storer, Treasurer  

08/09/2016 

 


